
A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY 
OF TEATRO LIBERTAD



In the Beginning….
Formed in Jan. 1975 with, depending on 
which source you look at, 10 to 16 members.

Purpose of the group: 

• To present issues and problems of this 
area.

• To bring theater to the people—working 
people.  

• To rediscover Chicano roots. 
• Collective sharing of experiences, interests 

desires. 



Issues dealt with: 
• racism
• labor exploitation
• unemployment
• broken families
• slum landlords
• alcoholism
• prison reform
• healthcare 

• Family unity

• Worker unity



How the group functioned 

Worked together as a collective, with a central 
committee that coordinated the group’s 
organizational functions and tasks. 

The group worked without a formal director. 
The group did research on a topic and brought back 

ideas. 
The group used improvisation to develop its plays. 
Everyone had a voice in the writing of the scripts. 
The group relied on grant funding, but the actors 

weren’t paid. 
The group had an office in South Tucson and later 

at El Pueblo Neighborhood Center. 



Characteristics of the group’s plays 
and skits: 
• portable stages with portable props. 
• Easy to perform anywhere. 
• Lots of humor, but a serious message.
• Lots of interaction with the audience. 
• Rasquachi style: use of calo’, “using every available 

resource to survive”. According to Silviana Wood, 
“when we have a taco as a prop, and someone eats it, 
well….that’s rasquachi”. 

• Music included in practically every performance.



Los Peregrinos/The Pilgrims (1975)





About the play:
Los Peregrinos, written and performed in 1975,
tells the story of a tenant farm family forced
off their land in northern Mexico. The family
moves to Nogales where they encounter
exploitation in factory jobs. Then they move
to Yuma where they encounter the same
thing in the lemon groves. They survive by
learning strength in family unity, and unity
with other workers.



Where performed in 1975: 
• Oury Park  Cinco De Mayo 

Celebration, 1975 
• Pima College during La 

Semana de La Raza May 6, 
1975. 

• Kennedy Park: June 7, 1975
• Santa Rosa Park: June 8, 1975 



News coverage: 
• Tucson Daily Citizen. Actualidades con 

Leyla Catan. May 2, 1975. 
• Arizona Daily Star: Theater Group to 

Dramatize Mexican-American Concerns.  
May 6, 1975.

• Arizona Daily Star: Play Restaged By 
Collective, June 4, 1975. 

• Arizona Daily Star: Teatro Libertad Goes 
Anywhere by John Peck,  June 15, 1975.

• The Tocsin:  Teatro Libertad. Bilingual 
article with photos.  July, 1975, vol. 1, no. 
3. 



Photos









El Vacil de ’76 (1976)



About the play:
El Vacil de 76, Teatro Libertad’s second play was written
and produced during the US Bicentennial. The play takes
place on “the freedom train” from Tucson to Phoenix and
features a character called La Calavera, who teaches the
other characters about the cultural and class bonds that
link them. Spanning 100 years, the play uses humor and
social satire to re-frame various historical events,
including the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
the Trinidad Colorado deportations of 1915, the “pachuco
riots” of the 1940s in East Los Angeles, and the torture
and murder of 50 Irish American soldiers who deserted
the US Army during its occupation of Mexico in the mid-
1800s.



People in the play: 
Roberto Borbon, Linda Coronado, Scott Egan, Barclay
Goldsmith, Pernela Jones, Teresa Jones, Alberta Lopez,
Arturo Martinez, Pancho Medina, Miguel Valenzuela,
Cristina Villa and Sylvia Wood.

Where  the play was performed: 
• July 4, 1976:  Randolph Park

• July 22, 1976: South Tucson Civic Center 

• July 23, 1976: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center 

• July 25, 1976: Mission Manor Park. 

• July, 1977: 8th Annual Chicano Theater Festival, San Diego 
CA. 

• September 3, 1977: El Pueblo Cultural Center 

• October 15, 1977: Guadalupe, Arizona. 



News coverage: 
• July 18, 1976: “Teatro: Reality With a Jab in the 

Ribs” by Jane Kay. Arizona Daily Star. 

• Teatro Libertad invited to festival in San Diego, 
by John Peck. Arizona Daily Star. 

• Una Noche Plateada impulsa la comunicacion
intercultural aqui: El Independiente, April 1977

• Chicano Festival Stirs Ebulance, by Milton 
Savage. The San Diego Union, July 6, 1977. 

• TENAZ Newsletter: “Teato Libertad: Their 
Work is For and Not in Spite of the Audience.” 



Photos 























Los Pelados (1978)



About the play:
Los Pelados was Teatro Libertad’s third full-length play,
and the only one published in book form by the theater
company. It also holds the distinction of having been
produced for radio airplay. The play provides a serious,
yet, entertaining look at a working couple’s struggles with
making ends meet, as well as with changing sex roles. In
the play, a husband and wife find it necessary for the wife
to find work, and along the way, the husband learns to
deal with and let go of his “macho” ways, eventually
joining his wife at meetings about tenant rights.



Where the play was performed: 

 10/27/77-10/29/77: El Pueblo Community Center 
 2/10/78: Instituto Tecnologico Regional de Nogales, Son. 
 2/16/78: Valencia Library, Tucson Az. 
 2/25/78: South Tucson Civic Center 
 4/7/78: University of Arizona Main Auditorium 
 Date unknown: First International Symposium, Guadalajara Mex. 



News Coverage: 
 El Independiente, Nov. 1978. “Teatro Libertad Entretiene a Prisioneros”
 Arizona Daily Star. “Barrio Couple Works Things Out in Los Pelados”. 
 Miguelez, Armando. “What can Happen to a Chicano family, to the poor in 

general.”
 El Independiente. “Teatro Libertad: Actores con Mensaje/Chicano Theater with 

a Message.”
 Miguelez, Armando. “La Familia y los Pobres”. 
 Az. Daily Star, Peck, John. Teatro Libertad to do “Los Pelados”. 2/15/78. 
 Hardin, Joyce Ennis. Chicano Theater Blossoms in Tucson, From a Flat Bed Truck 

to the UofA. 
 Callahan, Cindy. El Independiente. “Non-tradional theater comes to South 

Tucson.” 



Photos









La Jefita (1979)



About the Play:
An adaptation of Bertoldt Brecht’s play, “The Mother”, “La Jefita”
was inspired by the success of a fieldworkers strike in El Mirage,
Az, which disproved the notion that undocumented workers could
not successfully organize and win a strike. The play is an
affirmation that everyone has something to contribute to the
advancement of the rights of the worker, women, the
undocumented and the oppressed.
In 1979, Teatro Libertad presented “La Jefita” at the 10th Annual
Chicano Theater Festival in Santa Barbara, CA. and was
subsequently invited to give 10 performances in Mexico City, where
the company was part of an extensive workshop titled “New
Mexican Theater”.



Where the play was performed:  

 6/23/79: 10th Annual Festival de Teatros Chicanos, Santa Barbara, CA

 9/7/79: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center (Tucson Premiere). 

 9/8/79: South Tucson Civic Center 

 9/9/79: El Rio Neighborhood Center 

 10/2/79-10/7/79: Festival del Teatro Chicano, Mexico City, MX. 

 11/2/79: Pima Community College

 4/19/80: National Working Womens Conference, El Mirage, Az. 

 4/25/80: Arizona State University, Tempe, Az. 

 5/4/80: Canto Al Pueblo Festival, Tempe, Az. 

 5/5/80: Pima Community College 

 5/16/80: El Rio Neighborhood Center 

 5/17/80: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center 

 8/9/80: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center 

 8/19/80: 2nd Latin American Popular Theater Festival, New York City, NY. 



News Coverage: 

 August 1979, source unkown: Teatro Libertad 
Presenta La Jefita

 9/7/79: Workers’ Rights are spotlighted in Teatro
Libertad’s “La Jefita”. 

 10/3/79, Cine Mundial: Festival Chicano—”Teatro
Libertad”, de Tucson, Presenta “La Jefita”. 

 10/31/80, Menou, Dolores, El Independiente. “Not 
Everyone Welcomes Teatro Libertad”. 



Photos 











Semilla Sembrada (1981)



About the play: 

Liberally peppered with social satire, Semilla
Sembrada takes a look at the lives of two
Mexican American siblings who face a number
of difficult life choices as they attempt to cling to
their own culture in an Anglo dominated world.
The play includes original musical compositions
as well as tunes from Latin America.



Where the play was performed: 

 12/3/81. El Rio Neighborhood Center. 
 12/4/81: Northwest Neighborhood Center. 
 12/5/81: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center. 
 5/21/81: El Rio Neighborhood Center. 
 5/22/81: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center. 



News coverage: 

 5/21/81: Salas, Joanne. Tucson Citizen. 
“Theater Company seeks to be mirror 
of our time.” 

 12/9/81: Miguelez, Armando. El Sol. “La 
Semilla Sembrada”. 

 5/16/82. Arizona Daily Star. ‘Semilla
Sembrada’ finale set. 

 5/21/82. Tully, Jacqi, Arizona Daily Star. 
“Multicultural Show Illuminates”. 



Photos 







La Vida Del Cobre (1983) 



About the play: 

 La Vida del Cobre was a two-part play that
addressed copper mining and labor issues in
Arizona. The first part takes a look at the role of
unions, politics, and the infamous Bisbee
Deportation of 1917. The second part addresses
the Phelps Dodge copper strike of the 1980s. The
play was performed throughout southern Arizona
and California in 1983 and 1984, and was well
received in Tucson and the copper mining
communities of Ajo and Clifton.



Where the play was performed: 

12/2/83: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center. 
5/18/84: El Rio Neighborhood Center. 
5/19/84: El Pueblo Neighborhood Center. 
5/28/84: Teatros Nacionales de Aztlan (TENAZ)  Festival, Santa 
Barbara, CA. 
1984: Ajo, Az. 
1984: Clifton, Az. 



News Coverage: 

May, 1983: Teatro Libertad: Tucson’s 
Bilingual/Multicultural Political Theatre”. 

 5/9/84: Egan, Scott. The Guardian. “It was a similar 
struggle back in 1917.” 

 5/18/94: De  Leon, Ferdinand. “Teatro tackles politics of 
mines.” 

 10/24/84: Rouse, M.K. Tucson Weekly. “Teatro’s Cultural 
Resistance”. 



Photos: 







Actos: 

 Los Mojados
 Los Cabrones
 Los Traviesos
 Los Tres Pueblos 
 Nicaragua Libre
 Eco Woman 
 The Beggar and the Beast 



More material…
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