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i Today, American politics is based on pluralist, democratic theory.

/In this theory, certain assumptions are taken for granted. These asx
~sumptions, stated briefly, can be summed up as follows: 1) interest groups
make up the soclety, 2)a2ll grouns have equal access to the politiecal

arens, 3) all have a method of heing heard, 4) no group can hinder the
access of another, 5) the-state is neutral, and 7) the state cannot

hinder access to the political arena. These assumptions, however, hotd

true only for some groups in this country. For the majority of Chicanos,
they really don't. 3

My own nersonal criticisms of the pluralist political system in

America are as follows. First of -all, the formation of interest 2roups ?“%éhg
in our society reguires some knowledge of the politigal arena and some
knowledee of organization. Many working class Chicanes are for the ﬁost“?qs

part, unaware of interest group politics; few working class organizations

b
k-

exi~t whose goals are to serve the interests of the Chicano, Serandlv.

s

it has been documented by Alan Wolfe and William Gamson, two,goaial

scientists, that not 211 interest groups in our countr? have enual acceeskﬁg

to the political arena., For example. it takes Aotﬁ‘of monev to nven:ﬁoin ﬁﬁﬁf

S 4%

the arena in the first place, and even more t6 be effective on a et%

or nationsl level. Not 211 groups, eepeoial?y lower income groupg, have
any way of articulating what their intprests are, nrimari?y because g -
education shout nolities in our school syStems is veby poor and salso
becsuse ideologically, the hegemonic ?ractices of the ruling class have
clouded the consciousness of the working class by making the;Ameriéah-'
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culture apolitical. Also, ir the psst, the Chicano worklng class has s

bheen hindered from orgenizing

I'Ij

or example, Mario Barrera polints out

i

18t in the early twentieth century, working class Chicano miners wefé»-

yere hesten, oaoerced, snd fired from their jobs hecause they sought
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higher wages and better working conditions. The picture today has changed

very 1little. The state hes historically, and still does rule in the inz
terest of the ruling class , while 2t the same time repressing the in-
terests of the workers of this country., William Domhoff's book, The

Powers That Be, and C. Wright Mills' work., The Power Elite provide ex-f

cellent documentation for this statement.
In the Tucson Chiéano community, at laast two groups éf politically
sctive neople disagree with the above pluralist assumptions. In this pro-
Ject, T interviewed representatives from two radicsl politieal groups.
They were: Lorenzo Torrez, member of the U.S. Communist Pa%ty.(alsp
known as the Fepple Before Frofits Party), and Pernela Egan, member of
Teatro Libertad, a2 theatre group, composed gggﬁgg¥£;38hicﬂnoa wdkersg
The purpose of the interviews was to gain an understanding of radiesal
ideology, 28 these neople see it. Because both persons are Chicaﬁo, i
think their ideas are relevant for gaining an/un&érstanding of ho?k;qme
Chicanos view politics in this country today.f ' 7

= e

In my interview with Torrez and Fgan, amongiihe questions I sought

«

answers to were the following:
1) What is your ideology or framework coneerning the nostion of "the work-

ing eclass Chiecsno in this country today? .
. L 1

2) What, in your opinion, is needed to imnrove the'%tatﬁs of the work-

ing c¢lass Chicano? : !

3) What steps do you think can be taken to overcome factio%al differeﬁcesé_;fii{
among the leadership of the Tucson Chicano political commuﬁity? :
4) How can our leaders get more veople involved in pglitiés, and how
will this be done? \

~* Is it in the interests of the Chiecano to become involved in loeal,
state, or national politics, or is the whole system g2 waste of time?

éfwhqt are your views on Marxist, Power Elite, and Pluralist theory.;aﬁd
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* how, in your oninion,do these theories relate to the politiesl part-
~icipation of the working class?
7) What orgsnizations currently exist for the average Chiesno to be-
{}3

come involved in here in Tucson?

8) What suggestions can you make to motivate the community into psrtici-
pating in the political arena?

9) What is your view of the role of the Catholie Church in Chiesno jelo )
ities?

The above are a few of the questions I asked Torrez snd Egan. In-
stead of providing a transcrint of the interviews, I shall attempt to
:provide a written text of what these people had to Say. Mostfquotes
have bheen paraphré%d and included in the body of the paper,

For Torrez, the Chicano working elass is but one partfof the larger
working clnss in this country. Accordingly, he says that Chicanos must
see themselves within this larger context. Howéver, Chicanos need to
form cauCuses, vushing their specific interests as Chicanos. For example,
he cited the need for Chicano vrevresentation in the executive brenches
of the nation's labor unions.. Currently, thege 1s no Chicano rerresent-
ation at the national level. ( According to Torrez, this is because of
white raciem =nd chauvinism on the part of the current leaders of labor, )
In terms of culture, Torrez feels that there is plenty of room for cul-
tursl and netional pride, rut that 1t can become reactionary if it hin-

ders advancement of the working class as a whole.. We need cultursl pridgﬁ{ig,:

as Chicanos, he says, to unite and overcome the&roblems that we face,

but . we must he wary of nationalism and separatism, becsuse these
ideas keep us from attaining our gosls, According to Torrez, much improve-
ment is needed in Tucson, in terms of raising people's consciousness

74 politicsl activity, Onéof“the reasons, he says, that there is little
Chicano labor activity is that in the state AFI., the ruling body con-

sists of four Anglos, who consciously work to make the workers under their
-3~



Zepresentation conservative. They also =actively fight to prevent any . .

" iceno with radical or progressive views to advance within the union

body of leadership. Historically, Torrez pointed out that in Tucson,;there
have existed conservative and liberal Chicanos. He mentioned that during
the Mexican Revolution. there existed in Tixson those who agreed witb
Porfifio Diaz, and those that favored Pancho Villa., These groups{ thbugh‘
they méy have changed in the course of time, are basically the Séﬁé as
they were then, that is in terms of ideology. In terms of factioﬁqlis?,
Torrez pointed out that the policies of the Reagan administration héve‘i
made conditions very favorable for Chicanos to transcend their differences

and to unite in the fight for peace, the bssis for 2ll unity. He favors

- working within the Demoscratic Farty to an extent. The attitude. he Says,

should be one of independence. We should work within the Democratic Party;%ﬁﬁr
but on an independent basis, working for the promotion of the special «;Ehﬂkka
needs‘of Chicanos. These needs, according to Torrgz{/;nclude the fight iwhf5
for equality, in education, in housing and in emplogﬁgnt parctices. For

him, tacticsl considerations are needed. In order téﬂlefeat Beaganism, work j-
in the Democratic Farty is very imnortant. Howé%er,‘f%is is a tactic only.
For.Torrez, the Democratic Party is not the ansger,‘iﬁ never has been,

nor will it ever be. Particiption in the Democratic Party, is but =2 tem-

porary tactic that is needed for pushing for reform. In regards to the

role of another insti‘ution, the Catholie Church, Torrez states that it

has been forced to open up to Chicanos, largely because so many have 1eft, rfiQ;

He sees this in a positive way, and he cited organizgtions such as COPS

$
and UNQO, Church sffiliasted organizations in San Antonio and lLos Angeles,
which focus on promoting and serving the interests of the Chicanc. Torrez

feels that there is nothing intrinsically wrong with religion, but that *%ﬁﬁkﬁg

! traditionsl ldeoclogy of suffering a2nd rewsrd in the everafter thaﬁ@%&éﬁg,
the Church advecated in the psst is what is wrong. He sa2id that there are
currently many Marxists who work closely with the Catholice Church, espe-
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£1211y in countries such as France and Italy. Turning to politicsl theory,
“srrez agreed with the idea that there does exist a ruling elite in this
country today. These elite are-&bgégézafai'by corporate monopolies, and .
the veople behind them are the very rich, such as the Rockefellers; the

7

DuPont family, and thekk~9k?iz}familv, to name but a few. According to
Torragz, these meople tell the President what to do,and - they con-
trol the Cabinet offices in the Capitol. According to Torrez, Congréss

is aléo controllea by this elite. As examnles, he cited that the eféction
of Cabinet officials shonld take place, but that Congress ignoresvthis
ides %Yercnuse it is one of the main sources of control for the elite,

He a2lso stated that political action committees often coerce liberal con-
Zress people into keeving a middle stance on most issues, sand that very

often minority Congressmen hbecome the targets for right wing groups to

harrass and push out. of .office. Turning to locael organizations within

~ the Tucson Chicano community, Torrez admitted that very few existed, How-/j?

ever, he ~ointed out that Teatro Libertad, Manzo Area council, and the
Feorle Before FProfits Party were very active gglitically in the commu-
nity. Specifically, Torrez elaborated on his o&n party, the U.S. Com-
munist Party, of which he is a »naid full-time éember. According to him,
his party resches 2500 workers a month through mailing literature and

newsletters, and it also keeps uv with locsl and state union activities.

Interestingly, Torrez noints out that harr=ssment by the government is o
not s8 bhad as it was in the 1950's., but that occasionally he is the tar-L;l
get of red baiﬁing, by local people and by the FBI. For Torrez, several k
things are needed to sdvance the position of the working class Chiecano.
First of all, orsgsnizations need to be formed which advocate protest
against Reagar and his economic policies.{He also came up.with a few
'>ssib1e slogsns, such as Baza Si, Reagan No;) Secondly. Torrez sug-

gested that there was a2 strong need for educstion in Marxism., done under

the guspices of the Communist Party. This is so, ‘'he says, because cer=-
26



“tain ultra-left nolitieal groups such ss the Socialist Workers Party,

h?o not understand the Chicsno movement, and that they try to exploit
people. He explained that ideologically, the SWP, follows the teachings
of Trotsky, who had differences with Lenin concerning the Russian'révo-
lution. Turning to U.S. poliecy regarding foreign affairs., Torrez assert-
ed that the domino theory expounded by Alexander Haig and the State
Department is a tactic used by thenm designed to scare people into be-
lieving that there is a world wide Communist conspiracy. For Torrez,
revolution cannot be transported, it has to occur within each indivii
dual country because of the internal conditions of tﬁat country, T% him,
the world is changing, and the domino theory simplifies that change. One
government after snother will fall through violence, lgivi7 the peovle
within each individual country are ultimstely the~ones responsible for
the change. According to Torrez, the relationship between‘the Chicano
and the Latin American people is one of marked similarity, because both
groups are victimsof U,S. imperialism., He stated that in the nineteenth
century, Southern slsve owners wanted to incorporate all of Latin Amer=-
ica into the slave system, but that the industrial interests of the North
had different}ideas. Tndustrislization and slavery did not go hand in
hand, but were opposed to eacd%ther. For this reason, sald Terrez. the
Civil Wer in this country took place. Gétting back to political in-
volvement by Chicanos, Torrez felt that the important area to empha- :55;?2
size was local grass roots emphasis on national issues, He is agsinst ;ﬁié¥7;
the notion that local politics should only deal with local issues, be- “,'~

: g v peacin VRS

couse he thinks that the grass roots level is the most important. He also s
feels that isolating politics state by state is a reactionary practice '

~and that right wingers like to de - = in order to take the focus away-
from what is golng on in Wahington DC. He cited, for example, the meet-
ingsof the Tri-lateral Commision, and the important roles this and other

poliey makine organizations play. He advocated thgt an interest on the

s



< grass roots level take place in order to know just what is hphpenxng
f i i
Cpolttical ot

" he nation's capitol.He said that’theyspecifics
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how they will fuﬁ@ﬁer exploit the working class. to get more money. He
noted that these plans are made on a world wide basis. A& problem that
Torrez sees in regards to Reagan's policies and bies nnlitical baqkings
is that the peopnle who have Reacan in power are afraid that he may héﬁe
moved too fast in cutting off various reforms that had taken place in
the past. Now, according to Torrez, the working class cannot buy . into'
the economy, because of inflation 2rd inemployment. He cited thls as§
an example of one the inherent contradictions of capitalism. He,also .
noted that the Reagan administration is set upon breasking ghe unions
in this country, in order to lower workers wages, Turging fo Torrez's
ideas on Marxism and Marxist ideclogy, he feels that énce an indivi-
dual hss 2 Marxist world view, he wil?! understand that the politigal

and economic state of the world have a very strong impact on the 1ife of

that individual. For example, Torrez stated that in the case of the Ul

employed worker, what often happens is that the individual tends to * 1 .
blame himself for his misfortunes, rather than seeing that the oapital-d?*gt 7
ist system is the reason for his unemployment. One has to see cneself ‘%gzk
within the whole context, says Torrez, and once that occurs, it helps

an individual build a strong charseter. Torrez went on to describe how

2 socialist state functions, stating primarily that individual freedom

becomes praticel rather than rhetorical. In a socialist state, education;7

employment and housing are all guarsnteed, and . representation oc- i
curs on the local level through the unions. These unions then elect del-
egstes to national conventions and congresses. The delegates, aceording

to Torrez, are directly responsible to the people they represent, be-

cause they are voted in by them, and bhecause they work side by side in

the work place. Torrez went on to give examples of how the Soviet system
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works, noting that he had been there a few years basck. For the most part,
t t was the erux of mv interview with Torrez. Now I shall turn to the ;
interview with Egan. ‘
Fernela Egan is a member of Teatro Libertad, which is s thestre.
group that is based here in Tucson. Its focus, according to Egan, is on
the working class in general, but&(i;'z the Chicano working class in part-
ieulsr. This is so,because. for her, the working class is a very import-
ant power base politiecally. The main function of the teatro is to agl- -
tate people, getting them to think about their social and political g
postions, primarily as workers. For Egan, what is important and what i
must occur is that the working class must take political pOWer into their
own hands. What workers lack, she said, is power, and that is why the
Chicano in particular, is viewed so badly. She noted that economie power
comes from having political power, so therefore, money is not necessarily :i;
needed, but it does help. What is most important, said Egan, is organ- Cﬁhﬂiﬁs
inzation of the workers. The teatro tries to present plays that wcrking
peonle can relate to, she seid, and that the goal of the plays is to "‘*ﬁ;
raise people's consciousness. Writing of the plays takes place colleet—
lvely. For Egan, becoming involved in organlzatioﬁﬂthat emphasize the
Chicano worker is very badly needed here in Tucsbn. She views the demo-
eratic system, as it is in this country todeyv. as gery unrepresentative,
and unwérthy of the word lspluralisti This is so ’Hnesause vof the two party
system a2nd the majority rule type of government, .Turn to the Tucson
Chicano political community, Egan thinks that there ?i?galways exist
ideological differences between the leaders, but that ideally, these dif-
ferences should somehow be set aside, in order to purgue the common in-
tersts of the workers. In citing the arguments that o‘ééurred ovér a year
{m} between Solomon Baldenegro and Margo Cowan, Egan noted that Bal-
denegro attacked Cowan because she was not Chicana, and he used a purely

racist argument agsinst her. Egan felt that Baldenegro was wrong be-
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i cause Tracism on anyone's part is a very negative argument to use agaihst

""" someone. In terms of peolitical participation within the system, Egan ‘
noted that it still is very important to become involved, but for her
personally, = Marxist democratic state would be better, For her, dem-
ocracy means involvement by the people, and that in this country the ma-
jority q{ the people are not involved and do not care.They are not con-
sciéus?f;hey don't think that their participation in the political sys-
tem makes a difference. Turning to the Teatro as a group,lthe majority
~of 'the members lean towards Marxism, but ‘not allimémbers are Marxists, 15;
General themes that the Teatro has pcveféd in the past include a play
about the Mexican Revolution, one about the effects of twin city dev-
elopment on the working people, 2 play about the Freedom Train and
the San Patricio Briqade that turned on the U.S. in order to side with'
the Mexicnans in the Mexican Revolution, and a play called “La Jefita
which dealt with the raisingfbf the consciousnbss bf an old woman as
she saw her son get hurt by money hungry goons. Another’nlay,iéemilla
Sembrada’, dealt with racism within a Chicano family and its effects

+
on family members."Ios felados. another play, dealt with the housing Qkﬁ

‘e My,
situation in Tucson and with sexism in general, The group performs ’fﬁ% s
e U8
these plays and also other smaller sized skits, Most of their ma*erial a géﬁ
is original, with the exception of La Jefita which was- ‘an adaptation of, %m;q

Bertolt Brecht's The Mother. Currently,: there are twave .to fourteen memé“*t:i(
bers in the group, with a few more men than- womenm Th&s gro&p is v&é%‘:?ﬁk

S

visible and active within the community. They see ;hemgelves as poli-g&

tical activists%,and for that reason they perfornm Wﬁ%hever and wherevey

%

they are asked. : : : - ~ f%’ * gﬁs*“* fﬁqi&;"wﬁﬁ,

In conclusion, I found that these twarbeople had very radio# £1 ideas

éoncernlng politics in,general I really found th m to he very 1nteresting

: ,‘«4 :g?vcﬁ,? ;
to speak and 4 e

and articulate people, and it was a real treat to g

listen to their ideas. {%52/?
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